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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 214 pages.
Original publisher: Washington, DC : National Defense University Press, 1985. LC Number: UB210 . H4 1985 OCLC
Number: (OCoLC)11823922 Subject: Combat -- Psychological aspects. Excerpt: . . . P R E F A C E XVII field manual
on this subject ( FM 100-5 ) states that future major battles will likely be conducted within an integrated
battlefield. This doctrine envisions the air-land battle to be characterized by deep attacks against follow-on
echelons behind the front lines, principally through increased coordination of ground and air op-erations. The
overall battlefield will be extended beyond the more traditional front lines and will encompass conventional,
elec-tronic, chemical, and possibly nuclear weapons, In viewing this future change in the characteristics of
future battles, some ob-servers have raised the important question of whether by adapt-ing military
organization and tactics to the projected technology of the battlefield of the future, we run the risk of
undermining the sources of social support that have historically sustained soldiers in battle. Those who are
most concerned with this possibility appear to be primarily influenced by the two major considerations. One is
the low personnel density in the form of relatively small weapons teams scattered widely over the battlefield
because of weapon lethality, chemical contamination, and improved communica-tions. The other
consideration appears to be an implicit conclu-sion that cohesion that is congruent with Army objectives
cannot exist without an undetermined but large number of troops organ-ized into large maneuver elements
that interact on a daily, face-to-face basis and thereby provide the social support necessary for cohesion.
Others carry the argument further, stating that even if large armies were feasible, American society doesnt
have the will to man such an army. Again technology is seen as the...
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