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The Martial Law, which forms the chief subject of the above queries, is not that code of regulations which
controls and directs the actions, trials, and punishments of persons engaged in the military profession, or of the
militia, when enrolled under the national banner, and which in England is comprised in the Articles of War, as
made under authority delegated to the Royal Executive by Parliament in the Mutiny Act, passed in accordance
with usage by the all-potent Parliament from year to year; and which, in the United States, consists of certain
acts passed by the Federal Congress under the grants contained in Section 8 of Article I. of the Constitution, to
wit: To make rules for the government of the land and naval forces, and to provide for the organizing, arming,
and disciplining the militia, and for governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the
United States, but is that unsettled, dubious and despotic authority which Sir Thomas Smith, in 1642, referred to
in his Commonwealth of England, Book II., Chapter 8, thus: In war-time and in the field, the Prince hath also an
absolute power, so that his word is law. He may put to death, or to other bodily punishment, whom he shall
think so to deserve, without process of law, or form of judgment. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving
the original format...
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