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Meade has more than met my most sanguine expectations. He and Sherman are the fittest officers for large
commands | have come in contact with. - Ulysses S. Grant, 1864 Ironically, one of the generals who often
escapes the attention of Civil War fans who compile the lists of best generals is the man who won the war s most
famous battle, George G. Meade (1815-1872). In fact, Meade has become a perfect example of how the generals
who did not self-promote themselves and write memoirs after the war had their reputations suffer in the
ensuing decades. When people think of Appomattox Court House, they think of Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E.
Lee. Few remember that the commander of the Army of the Potomac at the end of the Civil War was not Grant
but Meade. Meade exemplified modesty and competence, serving as a career United States Army officer and
civil engineer who fought with distinction in the eastern theater of the Civil War. During the first half of the war,
Meade rose from command of a brigade to command of a division and finally command of the entire Army of
the Potomac just days before the Battle of Gettysburg. Naturally, he is best known for defeating Robert E. Lee s
Army of Northern Virginia at Gettysburg in July 1863, although he s not nearly as well remembered as his
Confederate counterpart, and he has even been eclipsed in popularity by some of the men he commanded...
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