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iconic writers often at odds with the film industry. F. Scott Fitzgerald, Nathanael West, Dorothy Parker, and
Budd Schulberg exercised as much of an impact on Hollywood as it had on them during their respective
screen-writing careers, Tom Cerasulo argues in Authors Out Here . Cerasulo explores the often tense
relationship between these accomplished writers and the film industry in which they were immersed and finds
that this marriage of talent and power was mutually beneficial if not always happy. Combining film studies with
literary analysis, this alternative view of the creative negotiations between representative writers and the studio
system advances our understanding of the meaning of authorship in the first half of the twentieth century.
Cerasulo s quartet of subjects wrote for and about the burgeoning film industry during the halcyon days of the
studio era. Popular accounts of this period characterize the Hollywood careers of these writers as motivated by
revenge, mocking the studios and their hold over literary creativity. Cerasulo argues that, rather than ruining
talent, time spent in the film industry benefited artists such as Fitzgerald, West, Parker, and Schulberg by
providing the financial, creative, and social resources each needed during a complex moment in American
cultural life. In texts from West s The Day of the Locust and Schulberg s What Makes Sammy Run? to Fitzgerald
s The Last Tycoon and Pat Hobby stories, Cerasulo finds these writers capable of interrogating the film industry
while simultaneously offering some of the earliest examples of American film theory by carefully examining
studio culture and the writer s place within it. Screenwriters...
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