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Xlibris Corporation. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 324 pages. Dimensions: 9.lin. x 6.3in. x
1.2in.MULE MADDOX by Ronald L. Bern On a stormy November night in 1932, young Rafe Maddox is exploring
the flooding Saluda River in rural South Carolina when he hears a womans scream. Beaching his boat, he finds
three men attempting to rape a beautiful local girl behind a country church. In her desperate struggle, Barbara
Ann Marshbanks bites one of the hands that restrains her and is smashed in the face with a rock. Maddox fights
and kills two of the men and stabs the third, whose name is Mason Miller. Maddox is desperately wounded but
manages to get back to his boat. The wildly flooding river carries him more than 60 miles, first down the main
branch of the Saluda and then down the smaller Generostee. His boat finally comes to rest in the shadow of a
rough woods shack where he is found by Buck Daniels, landowner and ex-combat soldier. When the boy begs
him not to call a doctor, Daniels makes a rough job of sewing his grotesquely slashed face with cotton thread
by lantern light. Close to death, Barbara Anne and Mase Miller are found and rushed to the hospital. Bud Clarke,
longtime sheriff of Highland County, inadvertently provides Miller with an alibi: that he and the other two men
stumbled upon Rafe Maddox attempting to force himself on the girl and came to her defense. Sheriff Clarkes
instincts incline him differently, but he can see no way to determine the facts unless Barbara Anne recovers or
Rafe Maddox -- assumed dead -- can be found alive. Barbara Anne survives surgery but is left horribly
disfigured and in a coma. The sheriff sends deputy Billy Drake down river on the outside chance...
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