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that it was wholly inhabited by Arab shipowners and sailors, who traded to the opposite port of Barygaza
(Breach), with the productions of their native country. So long as this commerce was confined to the Indian
Ocean, The Romans and did not penetrate the Red Sea, it supplied material for the iiiggiliiiitiiea caravans of
Yemen and Petra, and ministered to the prosperity of the Arab tribes. But Roman energy was not satisfied with
this 9, ;t: , . , l, , , , , , mediate carriage. The enterprising merchants of the day pro-pm jected a direct trafiic
between the ports of India and the Red Sea itself; and casting aside the Arabian carriers with their intervening
harbours, they landed the goods of India and of Yemen at Arsinoe or Cleopatris (our modern Suez), and at the
other emporia on the Egyptian shore of the Red Sea. 1 This proved a fatal blow to the caravan trade of Arabia.
The Consequent speed, the ease, and the economy of the maritime communication f were quickly perceived
and taken advantage of; while the slow, mm mm expensive, and laborious desert route, with its whole system of
carriage upon camels, fell into rapid and irretrievable disuse. The seaport towns of Yemen alone retained
something of their importance; the land commerce gradually melted away; with it the merchant stations
decayed, and at length...
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