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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Geoffrey Chaucer, known as the Father of English literature, is widely
considered the greatest English poet of the Middle Ages and was the first poet to be buried in Poets Corner of
Westminster Abbey. While he achieved fame during his lifetime as an author, philosopher, alchemist and
astronomer, composing a scientific treatise on the astrolabe for his ten-year-old son Lewis, Chaucer also
maintained an active career in the civil service as a bureaucrat, courtier and diplomat. Among his many works,
which include The Book of the Duchess, the House of Fame, the Legend of Good Women and Troilus and
Criseyde, he is best known today for The Canterbury Tales. Chaucer was a crucial figure in developing the
legitimacy of the vernacular, Middle English, at a time when the dominant literary languages in England were
French and Latin. Chaucer s works are sometimes grouped into first a French period, then an Italian period and
finally an English period, with Chaucer being influenced by those countries literatures in turn. Certainly Troilus
and Criseyde is a middle period work with its reliance on the forms of Italian poetry, little known in England at
the time, but to which Chaucer was probably exposed during his frequent trips abroad on court business. In
addition, its use of a classical subject and its elaborate, courtly language sets it apart as one of his most
complete and well-formed works. In Troilus and Criseyde Chaucer draws heavily on his source, Boccaccio, and
on the late Latin philosopher Boethius. However, it is The Canterbury Tales, wherein he focuses on English
subjects, with bawdy jokes and respected figures often being undercut with humour, that has cemented his
reputation.
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